Serious illness in the analyst: transference, countertransference, and reality responses.
Serious illness in the analyst has a disruptive effect on the therapeutic process. Transference and countertransference responses are highly idiosyncratic and variable, but must be dealt with effectively when the therapeutic process is resumed. Some effects are relatively brief and immediate; others become manifest only after a significant delay. This paper uses the experience of such an illness to call attention to this topic which has been relatively ignored in the psychoanalytic literature.